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I’ve put this Newsletter together from items sent in over the summer.  I hope you find it 

interesting.  Many thanks to all the contributors, and apologies to those whose articles couldn’t 

be included because they relate to events which have now been and gone.  Clare 

 

Item:  1 Title:  Winchester at Christmas - blog 

 Contributor:  Graham Reynolds 

 

A blog has just been published (26th Nov) on the Guild website that their chief blogger-in-charge 

asked us to write - I got nominated to write it!  Five good reasons to visit Winchester at Christmas 

- actually entitled Five Festive Treats In Winchester. https://britainsbestguides.org/blogs/five-

festive-treats-in-winchester/  

 

https://britainsbestguides.org/blogs/five-festive-treats-in-winchester/
https://britainsbestguides.org/blogs/five-festive-treats-in-winchester/
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Item:  2 Title:  Royal Hampshire Regiment in Mesopotamia 

 Contributor:  Colin Cook 

I dare say most of us are only too familiar with the spelling “mistake” on the Royal Hampshire 

Regiment’s memorial -  ‘Mespotamia’ instead of ‘Mesopotamia’?  But I only learned the other day 

from one of the staff at the museum that the mis-spelling on the memorial was deliberate, not 

accidental, since for those soldiers who served in the conflict in that theatre of war it was always 

referred to by them as “Mespot”. For more information on the infamous siege of Kut-al-Amara, 

where many members of the regiment died or were captured by the Turks, go to 

http://www.royalhampshireregiment.org/about-the-museum/timeline/mesopotamia-1915/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item:  3 Title:  Useful traffic tip 

 Contributor:  Judith Hoskins 

 
For the latest traffic information in Hampshire (very useful if the group you are meeting are 
delayed in traffic) go to www.romanse.org.uk  Included on the homepage of the website is a live 
traffic map and the Twitter feed showing constant updates of traffic issues around Hampshire.  
You don’t need to be signed up to Twitter. 
 
 

Item:  4 Title:  And a tip for finding your name on the Rota 

 Contributor:  Judith Hoskins 

 
Another handy tip, this time for finding your name on the WATGA rota spreadsheet.  If you click in 
any box on the sheet and then press CTL (control) and F a box appears.  Type your name where it 
says Find in Sheet and it will then search for every instance of your name.  Click on the down 
arrow next to your name to see each instance highlighted in green.  So much easier than looking 
down the list and going word blind looking for your name in the list. 
 
 

Item:  5 Title:  Edward Knight 

 Contributor:  Pauline Shier 
 

Snippet of information about Jane Austen's nephew Edward Knight. He was Mid Hants 

(Watercress Line) first Chairman. 

http://www.royalhampshireregiment.org/about-the-museum/timeline/mesopotamia-1915/
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Item:  6 Title:  Winchester Gates in the Isle of Man 

 Contributor:  Judith Hoskins 
 

Earlier this year when I was visiting Milntown near Ramsey on the Isle of Man (see 

www.milntown.org ) I noticed that the entrance to the gardens was through the "Winchester 

Gates".  There is a brass plaque next to the gates which states: 

These gates originally stood in Winchester College at the college end of what was known as 

"Crimea".  Believed designed by Butterworth. 

I think that means they preceded the modern 

style glass doors that now lead into the lobby 

entrance to Chapel known as Crimea (where 

you can find the memorial to Old 

Wykehamists who lost their lives in the 

Crimean War 1853-56).  Alongside the 

Winchester Gates at Milntown is a QR code 

which led me to a webpage with the following 

information: 

These beautiful gates once graced Winchester 

College.  Sir Clive Edwards, the last owner of 

Milntown, was a former pupil at the College. 

He purchased the gates, which were due to be 

scrapped, in 1979 and installed them here at 

the south side of the house.  The pond seen 

on the other side of the gates was built by Sir 

Clive and the fountain was once a feature of 

his former family home, Hendrefoilan, in 

South Wales. 

Sir Clive became the youngest baronet in Britain when he inherited the baronetcy of Edwards of 

Treforis on the death of his father in 1922.  He was six years old.  His father, Sir John, had been 

created a baronet because of his involvement in the tin plate industry in Swansea during WW1.  

He had a lifelong interest in motor sport and collected vintage and sports cars.  He moved to 

Milntown in 1963 with his mother, Lady Kathleen Edwards, and his friend Bob Thomas and spent a 

considerable amount of time and money improving the Milntown estate.  Milntown was the 

ancestral home of the Christian family, the same family as famed mutineer Fletcher Christian (my 

very distant cousin!).   Sir Clive died in 1999 and bequeathed his estate to the Milntown Trust so 

that it could be enjoyed by the public.  There is a beautiful garden, a lovely conservatory café, 

which I can highly recommend, and regular tours of the house. 

Out of curiosity, I googled Hendrefoilan House.  It's now owned by Swansea University but is in a 

derelict state.  What the Manx would call a tholtan. 

http://www.milntown.org/
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Item:  7 Title:  Cathedral souvenirs 

Date:  2018 Contributor:  Pauline Shier 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear all, this fascinating 'photo shows some of the artefacts made from the materials brought up 

from the foundations of the Cathedral.  Very enterprising Mr. Laverty.  Apparently the chopping 

boards were very popular. (Some advertised now on ebay!)  His granddaughter gave permission 

for me to use this as she had posted it on the Winchester Pics site. 

 

Item:  8 Title:  French Priests at the Kings House 

 Contributor:  Mike Craze 
 

During my continuing family research, I came across a Hants Field Club article on the French 

Priests at Kings House 1792-96 which gives an interesting insight into the lives of the priests during 

their time at Kings House. 

It also mentions an ancestral cousin of mine Robert Reeks Corbin.  He was attorney, deputy clerk 

of the peace and one of the coroners for the county and married Elizabeth Earle 26 May 1798 at St 

Lawrence church.  She was the daughter of Alderman Earle who lived at Soke house Chesil Street.  

Distant family connections aside, I thought the article might be of interest to fellow guides as a bit 

of cpd. 



GUIDELINES – December 2018 

Page 5 of 12 

 
 

 

 

 

 



GUIDELINES – December 2018 

Page 6 of 12 

 
 

 

 

 



GUIDELINES – December 2018 

Page 7 of 12 

 
 

 

 

 

 



GUIDELINES – December 2018 

Page 8 of 12 

 

Item:  9 Title:  Sources of info on Great War Dead 

 Contributor:  Geraldine Buchanan 
 

The Great War Dead of St.Paul’s, Fulflood, & St. Matthew’s, Weeke  

Three years ago, the Commonwealth War Graves Commission website was an invaluable starting 

point for our work. The organisation was set up in 1917 as the Imperial War Graves Commission 

with the aim of giving every identifiable dead service person a dignified grave and their name on a 

memorial for those for whom there is no known grave. It is not just a British organisation but 

involves five other Commonwealth countries: Australia, Canada, India & New Zealand. However, 

not all the men in the memorial book in St. Matthew’s, Weeke, and the memorial boards at St. 

Paul’s, Fulflood, are mentioned on that website. If they were discharged wounded from the army 

and died subsequently, they are not included. Even if still in the armed services and died of 

wounds or an illness contracted as a result of war service after the cut-off point of 31st August 

1921, they were not included. In our parish, for example, we have Arthur Charles Stuart Cainey, a 

PT teacher, who lived in the parish at 29, Elm Road and later at 14, Brassey Rd, who was active in 

parish activities, as captain of the football team, and who did not die until 1924 but died of of a 

lung related disease. He could well have been gassed in the Great War. This is supported by the 

fact that he has been added onto the Peter Symond’s memorial at a later date. This is where he 

went to school but that is his only remembrance. He is not on the parish memorials, nor on the 
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Winchester Training College one, where he trained to be a teacher, and nor on the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission site. He is in the Winchester War Service Register: but as 

surviving the war!  

Winchester’s, Hampshire’s and the Isle of Wight’s Great War memorial is the cross facing the west 

front of the Cathedral. This lists the number of dead from these areas and the names of all the 

Hampshire Regiment related military units as it is their war memorial as well. Some of the citizens 

of Winchester felt something more personal was needed to complement the stone monument. 

The Winchester War Service Register, published in 1921 by Warrens, was the result and it could 

be purchased. This lists not only those 459 who died from Winchester but, unusually, all those 

from the city who served in the Great War as well and, invaluably, included an address they were 

connected with. A copy can be consulted at the Hampshire Record Office. The names of 20% of 

those 459 deaths, are listed on our parish memorials. However if a soldier on the parish 

memorials was not living in Winchester in 1914, he was not included and we have several men 

who are not listed in that register .  

The Hampshire War Memorials website, www.hampshirewarmemorials.com, is a further 

invaluable source. Winchester residents and local historians, Steve and Jenny Jarvis, have spent 

years, decades even, listing all the names on war memorials from both world wars in Hampshire 

and adding some information about most of the men who died. Also included, where known, are 

all those who served and survived. Where the names on memorials have begun to disappear, they 

have been consulted to find out what were the original names! One can search this website by 

name, and location of memorial. It brings out clearly that the same names can appear on several 

memorials. 

We have also had the advantage of the website Debt of Honour Winchester 

https://debtofhonourwinchester.weebly.com  This was created by Tom Beaumont-James of 

Winchester University, assisted by Jennifer Best. This has brief biographies of the lives of all 459 

deaths who are in the Winchester War Service Register. We were able to expand on this 

information; as long as “our” men appeared in that document.  A book of these brief biographies 

of most of Winchester’s Great War dead will shortly be published.  

The Censuses have been invaluable in building up a picture of the men’s family background & 

their locations. Warren’s and Kelly’s Directories, also to be found in the HRO, have been essential 

in locating the modern equivalent for many of the addresses in the 1921 Winchester War Service 

Register and the Censuses. Fulflood and Weeke were developing as suburbs of Winchester in the 

early twentieth century and there were several changes of numbers on houses and even street 

names. Modern St. Paul’s Hill used to be the Upper Stockbridge Road and part of modern 

Stockbridge Road used to be known as Lower Stockbridge Road from the Albion “Hotel” until 

opposite Elm Road. The West End Terrace end of Cheriton Road to the Fulflood Arms has been 

known as Green Hill, Western Road and finally Cheriton Road by1914.  

Local newspapers during the Great War very often had a brief account shortly after the death of 

any Winchester man in the armed services…...and even a woman. Thanks to this source, we have 

http://www.hampshirewarmemorials.com/
https://debtofhonourwinchester.weebly.com/
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discovered a nurse who lived in the parish at 30, Elm Road, who worked at the Red Cross hospital 

in St. Thomas Street and who died of Spanish flu in 1918. She was given a military funeral – a most 

unusual accolade. 

We have been very fortunate to be in touch with relatives of three of the men so far and there 

has been a mutual exchange of information. One relative, whose great uncle, Leslie John Jacobs 

died in the war, lives just around the corner from where he did in Western Road. She was able to 

put us in touch with a friend who was a relative of Herbert LeslieTong, whose family ran a 

tobaccionists at 11, Stockbridge Road and where he grew up. Sadly, No.11 is now the derelict 

building in the row of shops at the bottom of Elm Rd. 

Winchester’s  “local” regimental museums, the Royal Hampshire Regiment Museum (25% of the 

names on the parish memorials belonged to the Hampshires.) and the Rifles Museum have been 

an important source of information and photographs. As have relevant regimental websites. 

Commercial websites, such as the family tree ones, Ancestry and Find My Past and also the Forces 

War Records site have been extremely useful.  

There are numerous military history chat lines to use when all else fails! 

Public and prep schools’ memorial webpages have been very good for information on officers. 

Inevitably, the NCOs and Other Ranks are less well documented. However, local school log books 

and registers, where they survive, again help to build up an image behind the names. And the 

logbooks do survive for the relevant “secondary” schools in our parish; Peter Symond’s Grammar 

School, now the Sixth Form College, and St. Thomas’ Elementary School in Mews Lane, now a 

private house. The latter school was eventually merged into The King’s School, off the Romsey 

Road and that is where its memorial board is now kept. Even the Winchester County School for 

Girls, now The Westgate School, in Cheriton Road, had a casualty; their caretaker’s son, Francis 

William Dobson.  

Recently the group have been in touch with the people creating the Great War Memorial website 

for Winchester Training College, later King Alfred’s College and now the University of Winchester, 

and there has been a mutually beneficial exchange of information as several of “our” men went 

there. https://wtcfallen.com/  

The Internet has made researching into the past so much easier and speedier but errors abound 

in all types of records, even on the contemporary memorials themselves. In St. Matthew’s 

Memorial Book, an H.T.Chapman is listed. After extensive research, we do not think he exists! 

There are mistakes in the Winchester War Service Register but none that have affected us so far 

but men have been listed dead who weren’t and vice versa. There are errors in the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission website as they used Optical Character Recognition 

(OCR) on their handwritten records to convert them into printed text online. It is a similar problem 

with the commercial websites. They have used OCR to “hoover” up handwritten records. And you 

can’t just blame errors on technology! Even in contemporary records, there is human error. 

Edwin Walter Whitcher, one of “our” men, has his surname spelt differently on the parish 

https://wtcfallen.com/
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memorials and in the Winchester War Service Register. It is only because in the 1911 Census, 

where the householder had to fill out and sign the census record, that we presume we now have 

the right spelling! 

On the website below is more information about our project and more photographs. It also lists 

all the names on the memorials. Please do not feel obliged to donate. What is more important to 

the research group is that people look at the list in case a name springs out as a possible relative. 

Also you may know someone with a surname on that list who might have lost people locally as a 

result of the Great War? We want to make contact with more than the 3 relatives we have done 

so far as they are the most rewarding source of all and complement the stark record of most of 

the official sources.   

https://www.leetchi.com/c/remember-the-great-war-dead-fulflood-weeke-winchester 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.leetchi.com/c/remember-the-great-war-dead-fulflood-weeke-winchester
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Item:  10 Title:  …. and finally 

 Contributor:  photo by David Atraghji 
 

 
 

A reminder of warmer weather and our summer walk at Avington, when Patrick was obviously in 

receipt of divine guidance!  

 

WATGA Dates for the diary 

• Monday 14th January 2019, New Year Lunch (tbc) 
 

 

WATGA takes no responsibility for the accuracy of the information in this 

Newsletter.  Please contact individual contributors with any queries. 

Send contributions to: watganewsletter@gmail.com in editable format (Plain text or Word please) 

 

mailto:watganewsletter@gmail.com

